Walter L. Kitchen
November 2, 1930 - August 2, 2022

Walter Laverne Kitchen, age 91, peacefully left this world and was welcomed into the arms
of his Heavenly Father on Tuesday August 2nd, as his loving family stood at his side.
Walter was born on November 2, 1930; the youngest of four children born to William A.
and Calvinetta B. (Rice) Kitchen of Muskegon. Following his graduation from Muskegon
High School, he enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve, and served his country honorably
during the Korean War era. He then began working for his brother-in-law at Reliable Auto
Body in Muskegon, but would later become the finance manager and co-owner of the
company, in the years prior to his retirement. On November 3rd, 1950, Walter married the
love of his life Pearl Baker, at a ceremony that was held in her home church, Allen Avenue
Christian Reformed Church in Muskegon. Though he was raised Baptist, Walter soon
became a member of the church and would serve the Lord faithfully for the next 65 years
in various capacities, including the choir, the Consistory, and the Cadet program. He also
served on the board of education for Muskegon Christian Elementary school, and was
appointed as a church elder on three separate occasions; the last of which he served as a
visiting elder while in his 80’s. Walter’s passion for the Lord and his love of people,
provided him with a divine source of energy, even in his latter years. He never shied away
from an opportunity to tell those around him about the goodness of the Holy Spirit, or offer
them a “Today” devotional to help guide them through God’s Word. His infectious smile
and soft demeanor touched everyone he met. To know Walt was to love Walt, and he will
be greatly missed by all those who loved him. Surviving are his life partner of nearly 72
years, Pearl, as well as the children, grandchildren, greatgrandchildren, and many
extended family members who loved him most, and who will forever carry his memory in
their hearts.
A memorial service for Walter will be held on Tuesday, August 16th at 2:00 pm, at Allen
Avenue Christian Reformed Church, 695 Allen Avenue, in Muskegon. It will be officiated
by Pastor Stan Sturing, with a cake and coffee social to follow. Arrangements by The
Sytsema Chapel of Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services, 737 Apple Ave. Muskegon,
MI 49442 (231) 726-5210. Share memories with the family online at www.sytsemafh.com.
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Walt forever holds a special place in my heart. He welcomed me into Allen
Avenue with such joy. He knew my dad and spoke well of him which meant so
much to me. He loved God with an infectious vitality and I recall him starting the
Church Growth Committee in which the two of us were the only members and he
said let’s do it! We ended up with more members and were able to make sure
those new felt welcomed. He always was upbeat and had a beautiful tenor voice.
Most of all he loved his wife deeply and his kids. A true saint who left such a
beautiful trail of God’s love in our hearts.
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